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Climate change is a global challenge that respects no national borders. To achieve
the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, all nations need to take actions to
address climate change and its impacts now. The Chinese government attaches
great importance to addressing climate change by setting it as a strategic goal
concerning economic and social development while considering green and
low-carbon development as an essential aspect of ecological civilization. China

pledges to achieve carbon peak before 2030 and carbon neutrality before 2060.
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Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is essential to promote climate
action. As the creators and builders of the future world, youth play a significant
role. Youth are the future. In the spirit of “Changing the minds, not the climate”,
UNESCO has been committed to empowering the young generation to tackle

climate change, supported by its robust networks in education, sciences, culture,

communication and information.
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In June 2022, the first phase (2022-2025) of the “Accelerating Carbon Neutrality:
Innovative Actions for Sustainable Development” project was officially launched
under the sponsorship of the China Youth Development Foundation-Mercedes-
Benz Star Fund. This project will fill the gap of China’s carbon neutrality action
through activities such as “Accelerating youth climate action”, “Forest Protection
Action” and “ Tropical Rainforest biodiversity conservation action” and make a pilot
for climate change education and sustainable development education in China
and the world by empowering institutions and community residents, including
women, children and youth, and contribute to the realization of the UN 2030
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in a bottom-up manner, including SDG 1
(No Poverty), SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), SDG 10 (Reduced
Inequalities), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG 13 (Climate
Action), SDG 14 (Life below Water), SDG 15 (Life on Land) and SDG 17 (Partnerships
for the Goals). The project aims to promote youth capacity in innovation and
communication skills. Moreover, it seeks to increase young people’s awareness
on how to reduce carbon footprint, protecting the environment, conserving
biodiversity and promoting man-nature harmony through education for sustainable
development, climate change, environmental protection and global citizenship
education. Additionally, the project aims to explore best practices that can be

s

shared and applied internationally.
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The project aims to empower young professionals, university students
and children in climate action through the “Accelerating youth climate
action”, with the goal of promoting climate and environmental education.
Together with the whole society, the project mobilizes Chinese children
and youth to become champions for green concepts and practitioners
of low-carbon lifestyles, to promote low-carbon and eco-friendly

transformation through down-to-earth efforts.
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The project aims to introduce forest conservation education activities into
primary and secondary school education through the “Forest Protection
Action”. It also seeks to mobilize society as a whole to actively

' ‘ participate in ecological conservation, with a focus on afforestation
0 \ and resource protection, thus advancing practical actions

towards an eco-friendly society.
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It also seeks to establish sound networks with academia, policymakers,
local schools and institutions to pool strengths toward the shared target
of tackling climate change. The project also aims to assist academic
and research institutions in cultivating talents majoring in ecological
conservation through exchanges with climate experts, policy research,

training, and organizing international youth forums.
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Through the “Tropical Rainforest biodiversity conservation action”,
the project supports the Hainan government in building a green, low-
carbon and sustainable development model. It promotes the restoration of
tropical rainforests and biodiversity conservation in Hainan by monitoring
and evaluating wildlife and their habitats. The project also

provides capacity buiding on ecosystem protection and fosters
collaboration between National Park of Hainan Tropical

Rainforest and the World Biosphere Reserve net
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UNESCO will cooperate with universities globally and government departments to
raise young people’s awareness of future global citizenship, to encourage scientific
and technological innovation, to promote green and low-carbon concepts, to
practice environmental friendly and low-carbon lifestyles, and to boost green and
low-carbon transformation through volunteer preaching/teaching education (public
welfare lectures), global climate change lecture hall, hackathon climate innovation
marathons and Model Climate Change Conference of Parties (MCCCOP) . The project
plans to recruite a group of volunteer students from universities, and choose
students from secondary and primary

schools, to carry out voluteer teaching “

4

pilot action in the national parks

and the World Biosphere Reserves.

»

After the successful implementation
of the pilot, it will be upscaled to

the whole country.
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UNESCO will collaborate with national parks, local governments,
primary and secondary schools to mobilize the entire society to
participate in green activities such as afforestation and forest
resource conservation, and to promote ecological civilization through
the power of youth. UNESCO and the national parks will jointly
establish practice platforms for ecological conservation
education. UNESCO and the National Parks
will jointly organize Nature Education Green Camp
Initiative, a forest themed awareness campaign and
Professional Capacity Building activities to support
establishing a climate-related education platform to

be a role model for ecological education in China.
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Through tropical rainforest biodiversity conservation and gibbon monitoring
research activities, the project aims to build a better biodiversity conservation
and monitoring platform for young researchers. Meanwhile, the project will
monitor and assess wildlife and their habitats to promote rainforest restoration
and biodiversity conservation. It aims to provide capacity-building support, and
foster cooperation between National Park of Hainan Tropical Rainforest

and the World Biosphere Reserves Network. Additionally, the project

aims to support academic and research institutions in cultivating

specialized talents. UNESCO is committed to increasing
public awareness and actions on global climate change
through various activities, such as holding international
youth forums, programmes to exchange with climate experts,

policy recommendation and workshops.
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The project plans to collaborate with various partners, including
the UNESCO Chairs, and Category Il Centers. The project
will collaborate closeiy with from multiple ministries and
governmental departments, such as the National Forestry
and Grassland Administration (National Park Administration), the
Ministry of Ecology and Environment and National Commission of the
People’s Republic of China for UNESCO. The project will closely collaborate
with Tsinghua University (School of Environment, School of Social Sciences,
Institute of Climate Change and Sustainable Development, Department
of Hydraulic Engineering), Chinese Biosphere Reserves Network (CBRN),
UNESCO-affiliated schools, and the China Youth Development Foundation
Hope Primary Schools to enhance capacity building on ecosystem
conversation. The locally-based activities will work primarily with the five
newly established national parks, namely Three-River-Source National
Park, Giant Panda National Park, Northeast Tiger and Leopard National
Park, National Park of Hainan Tropical Rainforest, and Wuyishan National
Park, as well as the Man and Biosphere Reserve. Other partners include
the Chinese National Committee for Intergovernmental Hydrological
Programme, the UNESCO International Centers for Affiliated Schools, the
International Centre for UNESCO ASPnet (ICUA), the UNESCO Institute for
Water Education (IHE),
and the UNESCO Teacher
Education Center (TDC).
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