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Having been written after books about personal sanitation and health education and gender awareness education,
this book intends to comfort people who are weary and tired in a modern day life. It is a collaborative work done by
the Education Policy Team of the Education Support Division, Gwangsan—gu Office and ODA Gada club comprised of
students of the Department of Nursing, Honam University.
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She majored in Korean language and literature at Seoul Women's University, studied picture books at Kokdu,
and once worked as a reporter. She writes picture books dreaming of a world that can protect precious things
no matter how small they are. Her books include {Will You Be My Mom and Dad?), {(Baby Turtle Clover)

and illustrated books such as (I Love You).
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Dear passengers,; please be prepared to board.
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They all look so happy. I should have bought a bouquet too.

Passengers holding flowers appeared.
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someone rushed on board.
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She sat next to Yuri with a flushed face.
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“I'm gonna confess to him today. I feel like I will be exploded.”

She started talking to someone on her phone.

Yuri casually started a conversation after she hung up.

“Those flowers are really pretty. You must have had a nice day today.”

“On, yes ---.” She coolly answered, turning away from her.
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Embarrassed, Yuri looked toward the front.

She locked eyes with the man seated there.

“You’re also holding a flower bouquet, so
you must have had a good day today too.”
she told the man. The man looked at Yuri

and smiled mysteriously.
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“I am on my way to honor my dog, Mong, who went to heaven a while
ago. He was a long time friend and part of my family. I miss him even
more today. I feel so sorry for not having taken better care of him.”

Yuri was bewildered by the man’s sudden confession.

‘What shall I say then?” She asked herself.
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“Oh, my friend went through a similar loss recently.” spoke the person
seated next to Yuri.

“She said that the happier and more precious her memories of her pet are,
the sadder she feels. Mong must happily remember his time with you.”
The man nodded in acknowledgement of the lady’s heartfelt story.

“You're right. I should be happy enough with my memories of Mong,”
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The man looked at the freesia

bouquet.
“The flowers smell nice.”
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work. The remaining flowers

; Wanting to join the conversation, Yuri spoke to the man beside her.
were just the ones that my
R T e LIy You also bought many flowers. I'm sure the person receiving them will be very

happy!”
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Yuri didn’t expect the man to answer sadly, “I sell flowers.
I should have sold them all, but --- I failed today.
It was even more difficult than before. I worked so hard to sell

for my family, but I am so incompetent +--.”
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A young man who had been quietly listening to the man’s story spoke up.
“Sir, I had an interview today. I don’t think I did well. Even if I try to be positive,

I keep feeling anxious anyway. I even wore a flower pin to look good for the

interviewers, but - grrrr ---.”
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The man patted the young man’s shoulder,

Then, his mobile phone dinged with a message. ‘Q} ;
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The man showed his mobile phone to the young man. Onscreen was

The man stared at the phone for a while before his eyes filled with tears. s LK S L : Lk s | fed
: f a picture of his son grinning and holding an award certificate.

“Sir, what’s wrong? Did something happen?”
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The man gave the young man a few flowers from his bouquet.
“Before receiving this text message from my son, the flowers
that I wasn’t able to sell felt heavy, but now, they feel so light.
My family probably doesn’t want me to feel so sad.

I hope you also gain strength from these flowers.

I hope something nice happens to you t00.”

The young man thanked him.
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The train was passing through a dark tunnel.
Yuri looked at her reflection in the window:
“Yuri, what about you? Don’t you want to be honest?

.- No. If people see the real me, they may be disappointed.

It’s best to stay quiet. I can endure this on my own.’




At that moment, the young man gave a flower to Yuri.

“I still don’t know the results of the interview, and that makes me uneasy.
But receiving a flower bouquet from someone who wanted to cheer me up
makes me want to share one with someone else too. Then, I think I'll feel
happier.”

The young man also gave flowers to the others.

Yuri suddenly envied him.

‘I want to be honest like him. I want to stop masking my emotions.’
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Yuri gathered her bag and got ready to get off the
train. She held the flower she got from the young man
as if it were precious. Each of the faces of the people

holding flowers passed through her mind.
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Yuri then realized that physical looks are not
important, and one must be honest with one’s

emotions to empathize with others.
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+ The copright of this book is co-owned by Gwangsan-gu, Professor Jang Younkyoung

and 18 students of Honam University, Cho AReum and Bookforest.
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Yuri then realized that physical looks are not

important, and one must be honest with one’s

emotions to empathize with others.






