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Lessons from #StopAsianHate:

A Case Study on Race, Racism, and Asian Americans in the U.S.
Media

by Angie Y. Chung
Professor of Sociology & U.S. Fulbright Scholar
University at Albany, SUNY

*Thanks to Qing (Tingting) Liu for her resea
assistance.
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ANGIE Y. CHUNG

Aim of Presentation

1. Explain the positive and negative role of the
media on race relations

1. Identify ways the next generation of youth can
think critically, share knowledge, and mobilize
alliances against hatred, bigotry, and violence
through these same mediums
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How the Media Operates

1. Sensationalized soundbites that
are entertaining and palatable

1. ...but oversimplifies the
complexity of social and
political issues and provides
limited perspectives and
evidence

1. What is “newsworthy”?

1. Powerful impact on public
opinion

Media Coverage during COVID

1. The diversity and range of news media in the U.S. versus South Korea
in terms of political bias, quality of evidence, and target audience

a) Awareness of the immense diversity, orientation, and quality of
news sources

a) Distinguishing between opinion pieces and political commentary
versus news or investigative journalism

a) Example: how the liberal and conservative media in the U.S. and
South Korea discussed China and anti-Asian violence

30
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Chart of Media Bias

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/how-biased-is-your-news-source-you-probably-wont-agree-with-this-chart-2018-02-28

ic (54 iy sz :
Opingon; F = Py T
Panior: Fal g Motieer Joues Medléﬂra.pChart.com Fxaminer == o
T & -
4 -- !

Propags " H H H b DAILY WIRE prterpratations
Canlan Do i i i H i [ e rerws
Mislaading Info ! ! { H FDAILY CALLER F’m -
P— NEWSma
Cortars 55 ! | Lt i "-;::"zﬁgm oo
naccuraer || o Vi ! s Y P ! o
P N e aia H ' - o SINFOLUE Bl
discourse

Liberal Al & el himcom $EH Conservative

Media coverage during COVID (cont.)

2. The media communicates political messages and images that build on
a long history of stereotypes and myths and can serve as the platform for
spreading bigotry and extremism.
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Model Minority and the Yellow Peril

Asian Americans: Model Minority or the Yellow Peril?

The Model Minority Myth supports the idea that Asian Americans have
excelled academically and achieved the American Dream through hard
work, obedience, and “good values” - -thus, implying that other racial
minorities are unable to do so because they lack the same work ethic
and values and that Asian Americans are better workers than they are
leaders.

The Yellow Peril views Asians and Asian Americans as a racial, political,
and cultural threat to Western society and its values.

32




0= OICIOH L & TI21 1 OFAIOKHI DI=210] Akl & HiM2

'ﬁﬁﬁuﬁ]

Those

Asian-American

WHIZ

2021 DICI0-8% 2lH Al OO0l Xt=E 33



Xl 3

New York Post @ The New York Times & =
post P
First case of coronavirus confirmed in Manhattan
trib.al/bRSIpEy

New York State reported its first case of coronavirus, in a woman in her late
30s who had traveled to Iran, The announcement brings the total number of
cases in the United States to 78

hitp:#hill.em/15H4cVG hitps:/pbs.twimg.com/media/ESMT2%IWoAEV 4t
W Twitter Yesterday at %:44 AM (40 kB) =

£}

an Is First Confirmed

(J comment

Media as a Tool for Empowerment
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1. Responding to a Global Crisis

O Preparation and adaptation during changing COVID
conditions

0O How Americans viewed mask-wearing early in the pandemic

2. Countering the Racial Narrative

O The media increased the public visibility and political voices of Asian
Americans and promoted different viewpoints on Asian American

experiences.

“The biggest defense where this needs
to hagpen is countering the narrative,
and the narrative is the poison
spreading through our communities,”
Saeed said. “And unless somebody
stands up and fights the narrative, it’s
almost inevitable that these attacks
keep happening.”

-~interview in Times-Union (Albany)

2021 DICIO -85 2lHS Al OI0lI Xt=® 35
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The Case of #StopAAPIHate

https://stopaapihate.org/about/

3. Basis for Collective Action and Empowerment

“To rise like a phoenix from the ashes means to emerge from a
catastrophe stronger, smarter, and more powerful...”

36
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Case of the 1992 Los Angeles Riots

How A Radio Station Became
Koreatown's Lifeline During The '92
Unrest

The Case of #StopAAPIHate

FERTILE GanUND
: o ot e A A w3 et o 8 vt
1 0 b 8 g e g i e P e o s e

O

(=] T8 MILIDN FTING ANNDUNCES MM THAF BALE
=1 K5 INTERM EXECHTIVE DRRECTOR

https: //allledmedla org/pm]ects/18 million-rising
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BTS and Black Lives Matter

_ H1300,000

| TO DATE:
I 34,596
1,007,518

Where do we go from here?

1. Fake News, click-baits, snopes, and the hidden agenda
1. Crossing borders in a global era

1. Preparing and educating the next generation

38
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#StopAsianHate Websites/Resources

Note: This list is not intended to endorse any group but was compiled just as
an example of #StopAsianHate resources, support, and calls to action that
have emerged during COVID.

. Stop Asian Hate--survey https://stopaapihate.org/ . .

. Stop Asian Hate - NYC.gov: hifps://wwwT.nyc.gov/site/cchr/community/stop-
asian-hate.page B S ) : :

. #StopAsianHate - Fight Anti-Asian Racismhtips://www.stopasianhate.info/

Stop Asian Hate New York State: _

https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/stop-asian-hate

Stop Asian Hate: Together, We Can Make a Difference:

https://www.gofundme.com/c/act/stop-aapi-hate

How to Help Combat Anti-Asian Violence [ Time:

https://time.com/5947603/how-to-help-fight-anti-asian-violence/

Unmasking Yellow Peril:

https://18mr.gumroad.com/l/18MRUYP?fbclid=lwAR3cdrRLbRQabgVpJLBhr06
qgGH- zZ2Jcpp edilcko

N o oo pe Mo

#StopAsianHate Websites/organizations,
events

8. RAC_I&Q.L JUSTICE COMMITTEE at University at Albany, SUNY: https.//www.albany.edu/diversity-and-inclusion/racial-justice-
commitiee

9. Anti-Asian Violence Resources: https://anti-asianviolenceresources.carrd.co/

10. Calls to #StopAsianHate Take Over Social Media: https://www.harpersbazaar.com/culture/politics/a35549052/stop-asian-
hate-campaign/

11. #StopAsianHate: Nonprofits Serving Asian Communities: .
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=8608

12. #StopAsianHate | Chinese-American Planning Council: https://www.cpc-nyc.org/news/tags/stopasianhate

13. Organizations to Support in the Fight Against Asian Hate: i -
https://www.harpersbazaar.com/culture/politics/a35862857/stop-asian-hate-organizations-to-support/

14. 9 Organizations to Donate to Right Now to Support the AAPI Community:

|22
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#StopAsianHate Websites/organizations,
events

15. Student Voice: #StopAsianHate: Resources for Teaching & Learning:
https://www.stuvoice.org/updates/stop-asian-hate

16. #StopAsianHate and Connect with NFG (Neighberhood Funders’ Group):
htips://www.nfg.org/news/stopasianhate-and-connect-nfg

17. ASIAN YOUTH ACT Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/asianyouthact/

18. AAPI Against Hate youth-led group protests racism against Asians:
https://nwasianweekly.com/2021/04/aapi-against-hate-youth-led-group-protests-racism-against-asians/

19. 5 Young Asian Activists Building A Kinder World https://www.channelkindness.org/five-aapi-activists-

to-follow/

THANK YOU
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