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Global Citizenship Education: Confusion and Clarification

RAO Shugi
(School of Education, University of Glasgow, Glasgow, United Kingdom G3 6NH)

Abstract:

the center of practical agenda due to three confusion surround the term. From the aspect of regarding citizenship

As a debatable and controversial area, global citizenship education has not been elevated to

as status, the absence of global political community makes global society unimaginable. However, as the legal
status of global citizen originates from the confirmation of intimate interpersonal relationship, global citizenship
education enjoys legitimacy. From the aspect of conceiving citizenship as rights, the absence of global political
community leads to global citizenship vacuous in essence. However, as the landscape of rights and responsibilities
has been transformed, the contents of global citizenship education are enriched by pervasive human rights and
responsibilities. From the aspect of considering citizenship as identity, global identity runs a risk of diminishing
the need for national identity. However, given the consensus concerning the discourse of multidimensional identity,
global identity should be developed on the basis of national identity. The perception of global citizenship education
should not be confined within the traditional nation—state framework. Global citizenship education is not an
alternative to national citizenship education.

Key words: global citizen; citizenship education; globalization
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